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Dear Community Partner,

The Nashville African American Wind Symphony, Inc. (NAAWS) is honored to invite you
to partner with us as a corporate sponsor for our Inaugural Fundraiser Gala, The
Crescendo, taking place on February 28, 2026 at The Cowan in Nashville, Tennessee.
This milestone event marks the five-year anniversary of NAAWS — a celebration of
music, community, and the transformative power of education and cultural excellence.

Founded and led by Dr. Bruce V. Ayers, Jr., NAAWS exists to Educate, Perform, Inspire,
Create, and Cultivate change — our EPICC mission that guides every performance,
program, and partnership. Over the past five years, NAAWS has become a vital voice in
Nashville’s cultural landscape, uniting artistry and advocacy through performances that
uplift and initiatives that educate.

We are honored to announce Gina Miller as the Honorary Chair for The Crescendo, Ms.
Miller’s leadership, advocacy, and longstanding commitment to the arts and
community make her an ideal ambassador for this historic evening. Her support
underscores the significance of this moment and elevates the impact of our mission as
we gather to celebrate legacy, excellence, and the future of music.

The Gala will not only raise awareness and critical funds to sustain our mission, but will
also serve as a night to honor and celebrate community and industry musicians whose
contributions have shaped the musical identity of Nashville. 
This annual celebration will pay tribute to those who continue to inspire excellence and
open doors for the next generation of artists and educators. 

Funds raised from this event will directly support:

www.naawsmusic.org



In addition to sponsorship opportunities, we will host a Silent Auction during the Gala,
with proceeds benefiting NAAWS programs and outreach efforts. We welcome and
deeply appreciate donations of items, experiences, or services from our community
partners to make this effort a success.

Your partnership helps amplify our reach, strengthen our mission, and ensure that the
sound of Black musical excellence continues to resonate across generations. Together,
we can honor our past, uplift the present, and build a stronger future through music
and community.

We thank you for considering this opportunity to invest in the next movement of
musical and cultural excellence with the Nashville African American Wind Symphony.

With gratitude and anticipation,
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The NAAWS Composer-in-Residence Program is designed to spotlight emerging and
underrepresented composers by providing them with the opportunity to create original
works for the Nashville African American Wind Symphony, Inc. Through this initiative,
selected composers collaborate with the ensemble and artistic team to develop new
music that reflects diverse voices and cultural experiences.

Their compositions are premiered at NAAWS concerts, offering meaningful exposure and
professional performance credits in front of engaged audiences. This program not only
expands the wind band repertoire but also nurtures the next generation of composers who
are shaping the future of concert music.

The current Composer-in-Residence is Cameron Jones, a senior at Tennessee State
University, whose innovative work reflects both technical skill and a deep cultural
perspective. His compositions are helping to shape the sound and storytelling of NAAWS’s
concert programming.

CAMERON JONES
NAAWS Composer in Residence

COMPOSER IN RESIDENCE



The NAAWS Youth Honor Band is a premier
music education initiative of the Nashville
African American Wind Symphony, Inc., created
to empower and inspire the next generation of
young musicians. Launched in 2022, this annual
program brings together talented middle and
high school students from across the region for
an intensive, high-level ensemble experience
led by professional musicians, educators, and
guest conductors.

Through rehearsals, masterclasses, and a
culminating performance, participants gain
access to world-class instruction, artistic
mentorship, and a deeper connection to the
concert band tradition—often
underrepresented in communities of color. The
Youth Honor Band not only cultivates musical
excellence but also encourages academic
achievement, confidence, and cultural pride.

Sponsorship supports scholarships, instruction,
transportation, meals, and performance
materials—making this life-changing
experience accessible to all students,
regardless of background
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P R E S E N T S

500 Cowan Street, Nashville, TN 37207
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Celebrating 5 Years of Musical Excellence
Honoring Nashville’s Music Industry Icons & Change makers
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EMAIL PROGRAMS@NAAWSMUSIC.ORG
FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES



Nashville African American Wind Symphony
Inaugural Fundraiser Gala — Corporate Sponsorship Form

February 2026 | Celebrating 5 Years of Excellence

Sponsor Information

Business / Organization Name:

Contact Person:

Title / Position:

Mailing Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Website:

Sponsorship Level

■ Platinum Sponsor – $10,000

■ Gold Sponsor – $7,500

■ Silver Sponsor – $5,000

■ Bronze Sponsor – $2,500

■ Silent Auction Item Donation (please describe below)

Silent Auction Item Description:

Payment Method

■ Check Enclosed

■ Pay Online at: www.naawsmusic.org

■ Wire Transfer (Submit form and you will be contacted by the NAAWS CFO with instructions)

Make checks payable to: Nashville African American Wind Symphony Mail completed form and payment to: 

The Nashville African American Wind Symphony, Inc. Attn: Michelle Allen

PO BOX 290321 | NASHVILLE, TN 37229

Melaneice Gibbs – Director of Marketing  |  Email: iammelgibbs@gmail.com

Deadline for recognition in the Fundraising Gala hardcopy program: January 31, 2026

Thank you for supporting the Nashville African American Wind Symphony!

Your partnership helps us continue to Educate, Perform, Inspire, Create, and Cultivate change through music.



Sponsorship Benefits & Silent Auction Details

Sponsorship Benefits Summary

Platinum Sponsor – $10,000

• Recognition as Presenting Sponsor at Gala and on all event materials
• Full-page color ad in Gala program
• Premium logo placement on NAAWS website and social media
• 8 VIP Gala tickets and reserved seating

Gold Sponsor – $7,500

• Recognition as Gold Sponsor on event signage and website
• Half-page color ad in Gala program
• 6 VIP Gala tickets

Silver Sponsor – $5,000

• Recognition as Silver Sponsor in Gala program and social media
• Quarter-page ad in Gala program
• 4 VIP Gala tickets

Bronze Sponsor – $2,500

• Recognition as Bronze Sponsor in Gala program
• 2 VIP Gala tickets

Silent Auction Donation Form

Donor / Business Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Item Description: _______________________________________________________________________

Estimated Value: ___________________________   Restrictions (if any): __________________________

 Pickup / Delivery Instructions: ____________________________________________________________

Please submit this form along with any supporting materials by January 31, 2026. For questions or assistance, contact Melaneice Gibbs 

or Kendra Smith at programs@naawsmusic.org
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